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SUMMARY

Mary,according to the theology of 5t.John cf Damascus,
haé.been chosen prehistorically to be that human being,by
whom the mystery of God-Man unity,and hypostatical union
will be realized.This realization is not irrelevant to her
human situation or theoretical but rather results from the
foresight of her virtues.God sees every thing in advancej;
"He judges not our of regret or awareness ,but out of fore-
sigﬁt and foreknowleddge . For the predestined every thing for
our interest; justly,foresigh tedly and profitably",474.
God foresees that Mary would become the unigue maid in
history;Because he knew she would accept,worthly,to serve
the mystery of mysteries,he predetermined to take flesh of
her.The acceptance of the divine will presupposes long hi-
stqrical and godly preparation.Consequently it presupposes
bearers who transmit to others the diachronological, perfe-
ction in the good as weli as the experience of the vision
of God. V
The prophetsrof the 0ld Testament had been the forerunners
of the purity of Mary,which exceeds even the nurity of the angels,
Her grand fathers‘werg the last refinery of thig ruritv and the
transparent figures who_transmitted.to her the uncreated enerqgy
and the glory cof Virtues,sincé the day oflher birth within the
historical progress in virtue she dwells in divine light,Thus

the physiognomy of the Virgin is fevealed in the facts and pro=-

474 ,~ Damascene J.,Dialcgus contra Manichacs ,PG,94,1576=1577,
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phecies of the 0la Testament,so that the world mayv know
what took place in her.All this is the out come of the
preparation for the coming of christ,who has taken our
flesh by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Marv.

Although the"THEOTOKOS" is a descendent of the Jewish
race,she remains the daughter of Adam.Having been born
under the influence of the original sin,she carrieg the
diseased nature of the féllen Adam,¥et the grace of the
Spirit,received bv everv human being had in cenjuction
with' the partenal virtues,illuminated her mind {(Now} Prom
- the very day of the birth.Thus,ﬁ?on maturity,she was able
to fight the evil spirit,and to avoid and 6vercome every
thought and temptation.

In the unseen warfare,she'p:ogressed ingessantly in
the vision of God.Fightingcontinually against the dewil
she becomes the prototyve of virtues;the master of pietv,
and the pioneer of trinitarian life and the kingdom of her -
son.During her earthlv life,no power succeeded in separa-
ting her from the love of God,so that she remained virgin
in soul,mind‘and bady.In confining her-self to the bride-
- groom,she was free of any matrimonial bend.Being herself
the mother of the Son of God she ecould haye‘no other troughts;
cares or obligations towards other children,The birth of Christ
from Mary,through the condesecension of the Holy 8pirit carries
soteriological significance in the abolishment of the kingdom
of evil.

The incarnation could not have been realized without Mary's

will full cooperation;after her consent the Holy Spirit came
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down upon her.This fact constitutes the reestablishment -of

the independence and free power of man who is restored to

his first and former state and who is freed from the conse-

quences of the original sin of Eve.

The most holy Virgin of God is proclaimed to be funda-
mentally and trully;"The Theotokos" for she did not beget
a Pere man with whom subsequently the disxinity united,but
rather the reallincarnatedeod.

The divine nature of the word did not come from her:
rather only the body,the logical and the intellectual Soul
with their peculiarities and the uncalluminated passions.

The whole divine nature in the hypostasis of the son had

been united in a complete and not partial way with the whole

human nature,FPcllowing from this as consequence of the hypo-

statical unien is the exchange of peculiarities.

In judging the heresies which deny that Mary is the real
Theotokos the following formulations are relevant:;The Virgin
is subject to death; to the separation of the soul from the
body but her body is incorruptible for three days after death

it was carried over and transported to heaven in the presence

of the apostles and the members of the church.

v

In their worship the Roman Catholics have inserted reverence

for the Virgin as equal to God in hoenor,but our holy Father of

Damascus says that we worship her not as God in the flesh,"No one

is to be worshipped as God except who is God in nature,but to her,

we attribute reverence and not worship“475.

475,~ Damascene J.,Third apology against those who attack
the givine images,PG 94,1356,
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Hence,the most holy mother of God,does not dispose g

redeeming mediation but rather only intercession.
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